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Avstin, December 3, 1850:

\".._

House met pursuant to ndjournmeut—-—roll called-qnorum
presant.
Mr. Jowers, chairmarn of the committee on Engrossed Bills,
made tho following report, which was accepted: i ;
Commiraee Room, December 3, 1850
To Hon C. G. Keenan,
Spealker of the House'of Repremztatwea
The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined an act fdr
the relief Alexander McCulloch, and find the same correctly en-
rossed.
% Mr. Franklin introdnced a bill, to be entitled an act to make
valid the official acts of the officers of the County Court of Gnl-
veston county ; read first time. * '
Mr. Winfield introdnced a joint resolution to amend ajmm
resolution for the relief of the heirs of Benjamiu D). Nobles, de-
ceased, approved December 31st, 1849 ; read first time.
On motron, rule snspeuded blll read second hme, and ordered
to be engrossed.
Rulefanhar suspanded, read third time and passed.
-~ Mr. Russell moved that the House now proceed to take up lha,.
business on the Speaker’s table, and to the orders of the day.
- On motion of Mr. Dickson, the House adjoumed umd half-

W 11 o'clock, A. M.
nn.n-pm 11 o*cnnm A.
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House mat—-—roll calied_qaomm yrasent i
~ Mr. Russell moved that the House now rm'tnhei-'up the
business on the Speaker’s table, and the orders of the day; lost.

Mr. Burney, chairman of the committee on Private Land
Claims, returned to the House sundry papers and documents,
without any action thereon, and asked to be discharged from the
further consideration of the same.

Mr. Burney, chairman of the Joint committee on Enrolled

which was accepted :
Bills, made the follmcﬂﬂ': e Roos, December 3, 1650,
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ved in 1842 ; also, a bill for the relief of the heirs of A. Kent,
dec’d ; also, an act to incorporate the Waco Male and Female
Academy, in the county of McLennan ; also, an act to amend the
“6th section of an act concerning slaves, ;rpfoved 5th February,
1840, and find the same correctly enrolled, and having heen sign-
ed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives and President
of the Senate, were this day transmitted to his Excellency, the
Governor of the State for his approval. L% '
~ On motion of Mr. Burhey, a committee, consisting of Messrs.
‘Burney, Russell and Bee, was appointed to act in conjunction
with a committee of the Senate, to wait ?n his Excellency, the
Governor, and inform him that the two Houses were ready toad-
journ, sine die, at 12 o'clock, M.

- A message was received from the Senate, requ the House
~ to return to that body the several bills relating to the organiza-
tion of the Supreme Court of the State of T'exas. !

Messrs. Sterne, Patrick and others, were granted leave to with-
draw certain petitions and documents. . 1
' Mr. Burney, chairman on the part of the House of the seleet
committee appointed to wait upon his Excellency, the Governor,

inform him that the two Houses were ready to adjourn, sine
o die,at 12 o’clock, M., reported duty performed; and that his
‘Eixcellency returned for answer, that he desired to make a com-
munication in writing to the House of Representatives, previous
to adjournment, after which, he should have no further commu-
nication to make. ' %

A message was received from the his Excellency, the Gover-
nor, returning to the House an act to be entitled an act to amend
an act to incorporate the Galveston Steam , Freight and
Tow Boat Company, approved 20th March, 1848, accompanied
by a communication in writing. =
- On n.mtion, the communication was taken up and read as |

f . Exzc&r‘mvn Dgnmux;-r, o !
: ustin, Texas, December 3, 1850. §
To the Honorable Members of the i
2 House of Representatives. oI

GenTLEMEN :—1I herewith retarn to the House of Represent-
atives, in which it originated, an act entitled an act to amend an
act entitled an act to incorporate the Galveston Steam Ferry,
Freight and Tow Boat Company, approved 20th March, 1
with a brief statement of my reasons for withholding my appro-
val of its provisions. | ' }

T believa the bill to be violatve of rights secured by the Constr-

tHipnaf . .
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. The original bill, of which this is amendatory, creates a private
corporation, the object of which is, unquestionably, individual
interests. Public convenience may be incident to, ors uent
upon the enterprize, but it is jmpossible to say that the private
property of individuals, which might under the provisions of the
bill be condemned, was applied to public use. The 14th section
of the bill of rights, declares that ‘Lno persons property shall be
taken or applied to public use, without adequate compensation
being made, unless by consent of such person!!” The public con-
venlence may require a Ferry at the point contemplated by the
Commlz, and for this single object, the enterprize might bring
within the provisions of the Constitution, such Jandings as might
be necessary ; but the latitude given to the County Court by the
bill, both in respect to the quantity and the objects of the lands
to be condemned, coupled with the fact that the decision of the
court is final ; no appeal being provided, makes it, inmy judg-
ment, most dangerous to private rights. g |
- I believe, moreover, that the spirit, if not the letter of the con-
stitutlon of the State, is infnﬂur' in not providing a jury toas-
sess the value of the Jand sought to be condemned. 4
- If private property may be condemned for the use of this, or
any similar corporation, it should only be done by laws amply se-
curing the owners against oppression and injury. The necessity
of the condemnation of private rty, and its value, are, it
seems to my mind, facts appro y referable to a juryof the
country, and the decision as in any other case, should be subject-
ed to appeal to the highest judicial tribunal in the State.
_Forthe reasons thus briefly stated, I cannot sanction its pro-
visions, 38 Ol Ry B
I will add, Mhal&r&uﬂhg thoemran ny a corporation, is
found among the private acts of the Legislature, and can only
be considered a private act—the corporation is private, and not
public. Under these considerarions’l feel compelled to return
- the bill to your honorable body. P. H, BELL.
; ot piid' dse 1l } U e
i Wit A BT 5 o
To be entitled*an act to amend an act entitled an act to incorpo-
rate a::d m team Ferry, Freight and Tov:_d S iy Yy
“apptoved 20th AB4B;- - g ol L e e
glzwm; L. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of
Tezas, That in order the better to secure the objects of the act
hereby amended, the said corporation shall have the power to ap-
propriate and own BB DURFS. DOMERS ton Ba
for a ferryboat landings, atghe various points on Galves y
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~ andits tributaries, and to erect thereon wharf and cattle pens, for-
" theconvenience of landing passengers, freight and stock at such
‘points and places as the said corporation may select, upon com-
pensating the owners or claimants of land or the same, at ils
 cash valuation, which compensation and valuation shall be ascer-
~ tained in the following manner : The corporation shall preseut a
~ petition to the Chief Justice of the county in which such lands
~ may be situated, designating what lands are required for said
Jandings, wharfs and catfle pens, and stating as near as can he
- ascertained, who are the owners or claimants of said lands.
‘Whereupon the Chief Justice shall appoint a day, not less than
twenty, nor more than thirty days from the time of filing such pe-
' tition, for the County Commissioners to convene at the usual
~ place of holding their sessions, at which time and place the par.
ties interested shall have been notified to ; twenty days
notice having been given in writing, up at three public
places in the county where the land lies, of time, piace and ob-
ject of the meeting of the Board of County Commissioners, and
at which time and place as aforesaid, or at an adjourned session,
‘to a more convenient time and place, the said County Commis-
sioners shall ascertain and assess the cash value of such lands,
and the amount the owner or claimants are entitled to, as a fair
and full remuneration lor said Jands. WE, 475 :
. 8ec. 2. That the said Board of County Commissioners shall
hear such testimony of witnesses as may be introduced by the
parties concerned, tonching the value of W’ or in the
absence of witnesses or of the parties interested, the Board of
County Commissioners shall proceed from the best evidence they
may be in possession of, or can procure, to assess the cash value
of the land, and render their award in writing, giving a particular
description of the prorgeny and of its valuation, :ii shall be
returned to, and recorded in the office of the County Clerk of the
County Court of the county in which the land lies, and the
amount of the said appraisement or valuation, shall be paid by -
the corporation to the owner of the said land, or be deposited in
the County Treasury of the county, for the use of the owner, or
owners, as aforesaid, and the said lands shall be considered as
condemued and appropriated to the use and benefit of the corpo-
ration, in fee simple, for the purposes contemplated by this act.
 8Eec. 3. Should the owners, or claimants of the lands condemn-
- ed, obtain an injunction, to stay the action of the corporatoin, of
the rights and privileges of the corporation be questioned or liti-
gated, the said corporation shall not bo stopped in their oggw-
i8,0r any impediments be thrown igtheir way, upon their filing
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